2025 Marvin Bell
Memorial Poetry Prize

TR ™

FIRST PRIZE: $1,500 & Publication
HONORABLE MENTION: $500 & Publication

All Finalists published in Spring 2025 Awards Issue

Deadline: November 1, 2024

GUEST JUDGE:
MAGGIE SMITH

MAGGIE SMITH is The New York Times
bestselling author of eight books of
poetry and prose, including You Could
Make This Place Beautiful, Good Bones,
Coldenrod, Keep Moving, and My
Thoughts Have Wings, a picture book for
children, illustrated by Leanne Hatch.
Smith's next book is Dear Writer: Pep
Talks & Practical Advice for the Creative
Life (Atria, April 2025). Her poems and
essays have appeared in the New York
Times, The New Yorker, The Paris Review,
TIME, The Nation, The Atlantic, and The
Best American Poetry.
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TO SUBMIT:

Read guidelines on decembermag.org carefully before
submitting. $20 fee includes copy of awards issue.
Submissions accepted via submittable and snail mail.

december
P.O. Box 16130
St. Louis, MO 63119

Include $20 check made out to december and SASE.
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https://decembermag.org/2025-marvin-bell-memorial-poetry-prize/

